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to 4.75 inches (7.6 to 12.1 cm) that is at-
tached to the vessel when deployed.

(e) South Atlantic golden crab. Traps
are the only fishing gear authorized in
directed fishing for golden crab in the
South Atlantic EEZ. Golden crab in or
from the South Atlantic EEZ may not
be retained on board a vessel possess-
ing or using unauthorized gear.

(f) Caribbean queen conch. In the Car-
ibbean EEZ, no person may harvest
queen conch by diving while using a de-
vice that provides a continuous air sup-
ply from the surface.

(g) Shrimp in the South Atlantic—(1)
BRD requirement. On a penaeid shrimp
trawler in the South Atlantic EEZ,
each trawl net that is rigged for fishing
and has a mesh size less than 2.50
inches (6.35 cm), as measured between
the centers of opposite knots when
pulled taut, and each try net that is
rigged for fishing and has a headrope
length longer than 16.0 ft (4.9 m), must
have a certified BRD installed. A trawl
net, or try net, is rigged for fishing if it
is in the water, or if it is shackled,
tied, or otherwise connected to a sled,
door, or other device that spreads the
net, or to a tow rope, cable, pole, or ex-
tension, either on board or attached to
a shrimp trawler.

(2) Certified BRDs. The following
BRDs are certified for use by penaeid
shrimp trawlers in the South Atlantic
EEZ. Specifications of these certified
BRDs are contained in Appendix D of
this part.

(i) Extended funnel.
(ii) Expanded mesh.
(iii) Fisheye.

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 43959, Aug. 27, 1996; 61 FR 65484, Dec. 13,
1996; 62 FR 18539, Apr. 16, 1997]

§ 622.42 Quotas.

Quotas apply for the fishing year for
each species or species group. Except
for the quotas for Gulf and South At-
lantic coral, the quotas include species
harvested from state waters adjoining
the EEZ. Quotas for species managed
under this part are as follows. (See
§ 622.32 for limitations on taking pro-
hibited and limited-harvest species.
The limitations in § 622.32 apply with-
out regard to whether the species is
harvested by a vessel operating under a

commercial vessel permit or by a per-
son subject to the bag limits.)

(a) Gulf reef fish—(1) Commercial
quotas. The following quotas apply to
persons who fish under commercial ves-
sel permits for Gulf reef fish, as re-
quired under § 622.4(a)(2)(v).

(i) Red snapper—4.65 million lb (2.11
million kg), round weight, apportioned
in 1997 as follows:

(A) 3.06 million lb (1.39 million kg)
available February 1, 1997.

(B) The remainder available at noon
on September 2, 1997, subject to the
closure provisions of §§ 622.34(l) and
622.43(a)(1)(i).

(ii) Deep-water groupers (i.e.,
yellowedge grouper, misty grouper,
warsaw grouper, snowy grouper, and
speckled hind), and, after the quota for
shallow-water grouper is reached,
scamp, combined—1.60 million lb (0.73
million kg), round weight.

(iii) Shallow-water groupers (i.e., all
groupers other than deep-water
groupers, jewfish, and Nassau grouper),
including scamp before the quota for
shallow-water groupers is reached,
combined—9.80 million lb (4.45 million
kg), round weight.

(2) Recreational quota for red snapper.
The following quota applies to persons
who harvest red snapper other than
under commercial vessel permits for
Gulf reef fish and the commercial
quota specified in paragraph (a)(1)(i) of
this section—4.47 million lb (2.03 mil-
lion kg), round weight.

(3) Shallow-water groupers, that is,
all groupers other than deep-water
groupers, jewfish, and Nassau grouper,
including scamp before the quota for
shallow-water groupers is reached,
combined—9.8 million lb (4.4 million
kg), round weight.

(b) Gulf and South Atlantic coral—(1)
Allowable octocoral. The quota for all
persons who harvest allowable
octocoral in the Gulf and South Atlan-
tic EEZ is 50,000 colonies. A colony is a
continuous group of coral polyps form-
ing a single unit.

(2) Wild live rock in the Gulf. The
quota for all persons who harvest wild
live rock in the Gulf EEZ is 500,000 lb
(226,796 kg). Commencing with the fish-
ing year that begins January 1, 1997,
the quota is zero.
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(c) King and Spanish mackerel. King
and Spanish mackerel quotas apply to
persons who fish under commercial ves-
sel permits for king and Spanish mack-
erel, as required under § 622.4(a)(2)(iv).
A fish is counted against the quota for
the area where it is caught when it is
first sold.

(1) Migratory groups of king mackerel—
(i) Gulf migratory group. The quota for
the Gulf migratory group of king
mackerel is 2.50 million lb (1.13 million
kg). The Gulf migratory group is di-
vided into eastern and western zones
separated by 87°31′06″ W. long., which is
a line directly south from the Alabama/
Florida boundary. Quotas for the east-
ern and western zones are as follows:

(A) Eastern zone—1.73 million lb (0.78
million kg), which is further divided
into quotas as follows:

(1) Florida east coast subzone—865,000
lb (392,357 kg).

(2) Florida west coast subzone—865,000
lb (392,357 kg), which is further divided
into quotas by gear types as follows:

(i) 432,500 lb (196,179 kg) for vessels
fishing with hook-and-line gear.

(ii) 432,500 lb (196,179 kg) for vessels
fishing with run-around gillnets.

(3) The Florida east coast subzone is
that part of the eastern zone north of
25°20.4′ N. lat., which is a line directly
east from the Dade/Monroe County,
FL, boundary, and the Florida west
coast subzone is that part of the east-
ern zone south and west of 25°20.4′ N.
lat.

(B) Western zone—0.77 million lb (0.35
million kg).

(ii) Atlantic migratory group. The
quota for the Atlantic migratory group
of king mackerel is 2.52 million lb (1.14
million kg). No more than 0.4 million
lb (0.18 million kg) may be harvested
by purse seines.

(2) Migratory groups of Spanish mack-
erel—(i) Gulf migratory group. The
quota for the Gulf migratory group of
Spanish mackerel is 3.99 million lb (1.81
million kg).

(ii) Atlantic migratory group. The
quota for the Atlantic migratory group
of Spanish mackerel is 3.50 million lb
(1.59 million kg).

(d) Royal red shrimp in the Gulf. The
quota for all persons who harvest royal
red shrimp in the Gulf is 392,000 lb
(177.8 mt), tail weight.

(e) South Atlantic snapper-grouper, ex-
cluding wreckfish. The quotas apply to
persons who are not subject to the bag
limits. (See § 622.39(a)(1) for applicabil-
ity of the bag limits.)

(1) Snowy grouper—344,508 lb (156,266
kg), gutted weight, that is, eviscerated
but otherwise whole.

(2) Golden tilefish—1,001,663 lb (454,347
kg), gutted weight, that is, eviscerated
but otherwise whole.

(f) Wreckfish. The quota for wreckfish
applies to wreckfish shareholders, or
their employees, contractors, or
agents, and is 2 million lb (907,185 kg),
round weight. See § 622.15 for informa-
tion on the wreckfish shareholder
under the ITQ system.

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 48643, Sept. 16, 1996; 62 FR 13988, Mar. 25,
1997; 62 FR 23674, May 1, 1997; 62 FR 46679,
Sept. 4, 1997]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 62 FR 46679,
Sept. 4, 1997, § 622.42 was amended by revising
paragraph (a)(2), effective Oct. 6, 1997. For
the convenience of the user, the superseded
text is set forth as follows:

§ 622.42 Quotas.
(a) * * *
(2) Deep-water groupers, that is,

yellowedge grouper, misty grouper, warsaw
grouper, snowy grouper, speckled hind, and,
after the quota for shallow-water grouper is
reached, scamp, combined—1.6 million lb (0.7
million kg), round weight.

§ 622.43 Closures.

(a) General. When a quota specified in
§ 622.42 is reached, or is projected to be
reached, the Assistant Administrator
will file a notification to that effect
with the Office of the Federal Register.
On and after the effective date of such
notification, for the remainder of the
fishing year, the following closure re-
strictions apply:

(1) Gulf reef fish—(i) Commercial
quotas. The bag and possession limits
specified in § 622.39(b) apply to all har-
vest or possession in or from the Gulf
EEZ of the indicated species, and the
sale or purchase of the indicated spe-
cies taken from the Gulf EEZ is prohib-
ited. In addition, the bag and posses-
sion limits for red snapper apply on
board a vessel for which a commercial
permit for Gulf reef fish has been is-
sued, as required under § 622.4(a)(2)(v),
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